[Relation between cervical conization, microbial colonization and threatening preterm labor].
The relationship between prior cervical conization, the cervical microbial colonization and threatening preterm delivery was investigated in 35 women with preterm premature rupture of the membranes (PPROM), 38 women with idiopathic preterm labor and 75 normal pregnant women at 26-34 weeks of gestation. Prior cervical conization occurred with a significantly higher frequency in PPROM patients than in patients with preterm labor (p < 0.01) and normal pregnant women (p < 0.001). The prevalence of lactobacilli was lower in patients with PPROM than in patients with preterm labor (p < 0.05) and control patients (p = 0.05)--and lower in patients with prior cervical conization than in patients without prior conization (p < 0.05). All other microorganisms occurred with the same frequencies in all groups. Prior conization was associated with PPROM. Women with prior conization and women with PPROM had a reduced prevalence of lactobacilli in the cervix. The "absence" of lactobacilli may indicate changes in the cervical microflora, which could be of importance for PPROM.